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 Local Racer Competes for National Spotlight in Upcoming Off-Road Race 
National dirt bike and ATV race coming to Melbourne
Lake Wales, Fla. (DATE) - (Name your hometown) resident (your name) will compete with the best off-road racers in the world on March 4. The (your age)-year-old dirt-bike racer will race in the River Ranch GNCC, round one of the 13-stop Can-Am Grand National Cross Country Series. The race is the only stop the tour makes in Florida, which means local racers have a shot at gaining national attention.
More than 1,500 racers are expected to compete over the weekend, as the event includes ATV racing on Sunday and dirt bikes on Tuesday, all part of the popular Daytona Bike Week scene. Classes range from riders as young as seven and as old as the 50-plus division.

“We expect racers from all over the world to compete in Florida,” said GNCC Trail Boss Jeff Russell. “The TV crew will be there, the sponsors will be there, the press will be there. There’s a lot of competition and pressure, but a local rider will definitely feel more comfortable on this terrain.”

(Your last name) competes in the (your class) class. He rides a (bike brand) with help from his sponsors, (list sponsors). 

The top of the GNCC pro class features some of the world’s best riders. The series’ champion is David Knight from the Isle of Man in the UK, who makes a living racing for the factory BMW team. Knight is a favorite to win, but the sandy Florida terrain makes for a great equalizer. Riders will start together in an open field, and then rush into trails consisting of trees, sand, jumps and mud. There’s a point where determination can overcome equipment. Fitness, too, is a major factor in these endurance races.

(Your last name) is in the (class you are in at school) grade at (your school name).  For training and practice, (your last name) likes to (your prep program).  

Spectator passes run $15 for the ATV program Saturday through Sunday, and $15 for the Bike program Monday through Tuesday. Access to the pro pit area is included. Free pro autograph sessions begin at 11:30 a.m. on race days. Children six and under are admitted free. On the Sunday ATV and Tuesday Bike race days, youth racers race at 8 a.m., beginners race at 10 a.m., and the top amateurs and the pros race at 1 p.m. 

To get to the race track, take the 528 (Beeline) west to Interstate 4 west. Exit at
U.S. 27 and go south. At S.R. 60 (Lake Wales exit), make a left and head east. Travel east approximately 25 miles. Westgate River Ranch will be on the right. 
For more information about the race, please visit www.gnccracing.com or call 304-284-0084. 
About GNCC Racing: The Can-Am Grand National Cross Country series is America’s premier off-road racing series. Founded in 1973, the 13-round championship is produced exclusively by Racer Productions. Cross-country racing is one of the most physically demanding sports in the world. The grueling three-hour GNCC races lead as many as 1,500 riders through tracks ranging in length from eight to 12 miles. With varied terrain, including hills, woods, mud, dirt, rocks and motocross sections, GNCC events are tests of both survival and speed. Riders compete for more than $3 million in prize money, which draws talent from all over the U.S., Europe, Australia and New Zealand. GNCC Racing is televised and airs every Saturday and Thursday on the Versus Network. For more information, please visit www.gnccracing.com.
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